
TECHNIQUESFOR MINIMISING EGG COUNTING 37

a sieve of 500 micrometre aperture. Eggs are obtained by

passing the contents through a 60-mesh sieve.

These techniques save time and minimise both the inter-

ference with egg laying and the egg predation. These tech-

niques may also be applied to many other stored products

Coleoptera.
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An Early Usher: Agriopis leucophaearia D. & S. —
On the 2nd January 1981 whilst walking through Park Wood,
Hailsham in East Sussex I discovered an extremely early

emergant of this species. —Mark Hadley, Nature Conservancy
Council, 19/20 Belgrave Square, London.

An Example of Interspecific Copulation in the Genus
Cerylon Latrielle (Col.: Cerylonidae). —Whilst collecting

on the edge of Burnt Ground Wood, near Hamptworth,
Wiltshire (SU 222170), on May 31, 1974 I took a small testa-

ceous Cerylon securely in coilu with a larger black example
of the genus from beneath the bark of an oak log. Recent
examination and dissection have confirmed my original

supposition that the smaller specimen was a male Cerylon
ferrugineum S. and the larger, dark specimen a female C.
histeroides (F.).

It would be interesting to ascertain if the apparently few
published references to interspecific copulation in Coleoptera
is attributable to the true rarity of the occurrence of such
couplings, or if it is because such events are observed in-

frequently and even then are not considered worthy of note. —
David Ridley Nash, 266 Colchester Road, Lawford, Essex,
COl 1 2BU.


